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Part One: Homework Check
1. Name the three aristocratic rivals in the court of Henry II.
2. Describe the position of the Huguenots in France during the reign of Henry II’s sons.
3. Explain why the Colloquy of Poissy failed.

Part Two: Beliefs
Section A: Beliefs (recap)
Summarize the beliefs of French Calvinists (Huguenots, Reformed Church) and French Catholics on 
communion, scripture and authority. 

Unit I, Class 31

IFrench Religious Wars

What’s a Mother to Do?

Name: ______________________________

Purpose: Can politics and firmly held religious 
beliefs lead to a latitudinarian society?



92

Part Three: Family, Geography and Religion
Section A: The Valois and Bourbon Families

Section B: The Kingdom of Navarre
Independent Navarre north of the Pyrenees
 A small portion of Navarre north of the Pyrenees, Lower Navarre, 
along with the neighbouring Principality of Béarn survived as an inde-
pendent kingdom which passed by inheritance. Navarre received from 
King Henry II, the son of Queen Catherine and King John III, a repre-
sentative assembly, the clergy being represented by the bishops of Bay-
onne and Dax, their vicars-general, the parish priest of St-Jean-Pied-de-
Port, and the priors of Saint-Palais, d’Utziat and Haramples.
 Queen Jeanne III converted to Calvin-
ism in 1560 and, consequently, promoted a 
translation of the Bible into Basque; it is one 
of the first books published in this language. 
She and her son, Henry III, led the Huguenot party in the French Wars 
of Religion. In 1589, Henry became the sole rightful claimant to the crown of France, though he was not recognized as 
such by many of his subjects until his conversion to Catholicism four years later.
 The last independent king of Navarre, Henry III (reigned 1572–1610), succeeded to the throne of France as 
Henry IV in 1589, founding the Bourbon dynasty. In 1620, Lower Navarre and Béarn were incorporated into France 
proper by Henry’s son, Louis XIII of France. The title of King of Navarre continued to be used by the Kings of France 
until the French Revolution in 1792, and was revived again during the Restoration, 1814–30.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Navarre
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Section C: The Guise

Section D: Geography and Religion
Part One: Huguenots in France
This map shows Huguenots concentration in mid-16th century 
France.  Assess how this map would be viewed by a member of the 
Valois, Bourbon and Guise families.

Part Two: Religion and Place in France
Identify the following places:
Kingdom of Navarre, Durchy of Lorraine
Bergerac, Nantes, Paris. Poissey
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Part Four: A Colloquy (1561), A War (1562 - 1598), A Marriage (1572)

Colloquy of Poissey: The Issue of Communion
 The Catholics were represented by 40 prelates, includ-
ing the cardinal of Lorraine and the cardinal of Tournon. 
There were 12 Protestant delegates, led by Théodore de 
Bèze.
 The chancellor Michel de l’Hospital explained the 
king’s wishes: order and unity had to be re-established 
without violence; peace was more important for the king-
dom than dogma. But the theologians did not understand 
his message.
 Théodore de Bèze insisted on the fact that Christ was 
not actually present in the bread and wine at communion 
- he said that the body of Christ « is as far away from the 
bread and wine as the highest heavens are from the earth.  
An agreement could not be reached.
 However, in the Edict of January 1562, Catherine de 
Medici officially recognized the right of Protestants to 
gather together and hold services in the outskirts of the 
towns and in the countryside.
http://www.museeprotestant.org/Pages/Notices.php?scatid=3&noticeid=886&lev=1&Lget=EN

Beaulieu, Bergerac and Poiters
 The Edict of Beaulieu gave Huguenots the right of 
public worship for their religion throughout France, ex-
cept at Paris and at Court. In eight parlements there were 
also to be established chambers, called the mi-partis be-
cause they were composed of equal numbers of Catholics 
and Huguenots; eight places de sûreté were to be given 
to the Huguenots. These large concessions to the Hugue-
nots and the approbation given to their political organi-
zation led to the formation of the Catholic League, which 
was organized by Catholics anxious to defend their reli-
gion.
 The King held a lit de justice in the Parlement of Paris 
on 14 May to subvent pending opposition in the strongly 
Catholic parlement and to ensure that the Edict was duly 
inscribed. In December 1576, however, the States-Gen-
eral of Blois declared itself against the Edict of Beaulieu. 
Thereupon the Protestants took up arms under the lead-
ership of Henry of Navarre, who, escaping from the Court, 
had returned to the Calvinism. The advantage was on the 
Catholic side, thanks to some successes achieved by the 
duc d’Anjou. In September 1577, the Treaty of Berger-
ac, confirmed by the Edict of Poitiers, left the Huguenots 
the free exercise of their religion only in the suburbs of 
one town in each bailiwick, and in those places where it 
had been practiced before the outbreak of hostilities and 
which they occupied at the current date.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edict_of_Beaulieu
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